RELIGIOUS  TRUTH

evolution, but it can make nothing of revelation.
Pilate's old question, What is truth ? is never out
of date.

Ask what is the truth in mathematics, and the
answer is easy: two and two make four; a straight
line is the shortest distance between two points; the
angles of a triangle are equal to two right angles, etc.
Ask what is the truth in science, and the answer
comes as promptly, though here the field is as yet
only fairly entered upon; ask what is the truth in
politics, and here we are bound to say all men are
liars; the truth is whatever you can convince your-
self is true. Ask what is the truth in political eco-
nomy, in ethics, in metaphysics, and lastly in reli-
gion, and the answers are as various as the minds of
men. It is certain that it is not a fixed quantity, that
it is relative, and changes as the wants and condi-
tions of men change. We cannot close our minds
upon the truth in these spheres and say *M have it,**
any more than we can close our hands upon the
light and say "I have it." The good and the bad,
the beautiful and the ugly, are relative terms; no fast
and hard lines can here be drawn, all is plastic, fluc-
tuating, growing. But science draws fast and hard
lines and can alone formulate definite truths. A
friend and correspondent of Coleridge, writing for
the benefit of his children, said that through the
influence of that philosopher he had been able to
arrive at settled and definite conclusions upon all
167truths, and any attempt to
